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Notes from the Board

Open wide your hand to the needy and to the poor

In a recent Gallop Poll, Haiti currently ranks as the second
highest country in the world for human suffering, just
behind South Sudan.
Sometimes it seems that no matter
how hard we try, some things never
change. As we continue to hear of the
poverty and hopelessness in Haiti,
it makes some people ask why we
should even bother. Of course we all
know that there will always be people
in need. And God tells us exactly what
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to do about it. Deuteronomy 15:11
says: “For there will never cease to be
poor in the land. Therefore I command
you, ‘You shall open wide your hand
to your brother, to the needy and to
the poor.’” However, do not let all of
the headlines fool you. Through your
continued generosity, the hard work of
hundreds of missionaries, the dedicated efforts of our Haitian friends in
Montrouis, and the grace of God, Life
Connection continues to make a huge
difference in the local community.
It seems that every day we are able to
do just a little bit more. We are happy
to report a number of accomplishments since our last newsletter. Over
the winter we were able to achieve
something that was unthinkable only a
few years ago; the mission school now
has electricity! Through fundraising
efforts and the hard work of our staff
and volunteers from SonLight Power,
a huge new solar system was installed
allowing every room to be “wired.” This
opens up so many possibilities we
didn’t have before including electronic
teaching equipment, ceiling fans to
cool the rooms, etc. (See more about
the Ceiling Fan Project on page 3.)

We are also in the midst of finally
building a trade school to work handin-hand with our mission school, so
many students can move on and learn
employable trades such as automotive,
solar, and masonry. We are hoping to
have the building complete and our
first programs up and running by the
end of next year.
Our Rice for Christmas program was
a huge success again this year. Our
medical clinic continues to see 30-40
patients on a daily basis. Our church
is growing and reaching further out in
the community. We have been blessed
to receive a number of new child sponsors recently. And we have several new
Board members this year including
long-time education missionary Dr.
Craig Hardesty and nursing student
Megan Silk, who also handles the mission’s social media.
But most importantly, when you visit
our local neighborhood in Montrouis,
you encounter more and more people
who are well fed, receiving a quality
education, and enjoying access to
healthcare. We can’t solve all of this
country’s problems, but working with
our Haitian partners, we can certainly
ease the suffering for a whole lot of
people. And that makes it all worth it.
Thank you for all that you do to help
make this possible.
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Team Haiti

by Rev. Carl Rushing

Despite suffering, finding joy and praise for God’s work in Haiti
As a retired church pastor,
this summer I had the
opportunity and privilege to
participate as a member of a
team on a mission outreach
to Haiti. There were people
from our area of Louisiana
and from Maryland.
I had my part in the work there: baptizing Haitian converts; praying for
the sick, while they awaited medical
attention from the American doctor
accompanying the mission team;
counseling those who asked me; and
leading in many prayers and devotions. The medical team provided
needed surgery, wound care, disease
control, and pharmaceuticals that
were not normally available in the
village. Although the clinic operates continually, many had waited
for procedures that only the visiting
surgeon can perform.
Some of our team members helped
in the construction of a roof for
one of the boys sponsored by the
mission. His home, shared with
parents and two sisters, had no roof
at all before we came. Several other
members work in the school system,
teaching different ages, from pre-K to
high school. They were invaluable in
the craft projects and mobile classes
we offered to the area orphanages,
churches, and school. The local
children laughed as we tried to sing
some French songs, and we taught

them some silly ones in English. They
had already learned some tunes
from previous mission teams, and
we got misty eyed when they sang,
“Jesus loves the little children of the
world…”
In addition to the teachers who were
on an Easter break from school, there
were college and high school members on the team with their families.
They assisted the medical clinic, and
they were a vital addition to the outreach. They gave out healthy snacks,
candy, and gifts that were donated
by our team and generous friends.
Monetary donations helped us to
provide hot meals to a remote village
in the mountains and to a homeless shelter of 150 people, who were
excited to see us. We were greeted by
hungry people, hugging us as they
took their steaming plates of beans,
rice, and chicken.
At many places that we visited we
distributed bags of beans and rice
for later meals, Creole Bibles, clothes,
shoes, and hygiene bags (soap,
shampoo, toothpaste, toothbrushes,
lotions, wash clothes, etc.), by the
hundreds. The Haitian people were
grateful, and the huge smile on
each face was a beautiful expression
of that sentiment. They also were
saying, “Mesi Jesi” (thanks Lord)
because we were an answer to their
fervent prayers.
A favorite memory for me is the
face of a little girl, who had been

Rev. Rushing and his team pray with residents of
the homeless shelter.

transformed before our eyes. The
first time I saw her, all I noticed was
that she was blind in one eye and
sad. Before we left, she was laughing
and jumping up in my arms, calling
me “the man from America who
loves me!” For some reason, her eyes
looked clearer.
One member of the team is a
representative of the Gideon Bible
Society and was able to procure
3,000 Bibles and tracts, written in
Haitian Creole. There was much
enthusiasm in the villages and
mountain areas when we handed
adults and children the literature in
their own language and hundreds
in age appropriate versions! Many
began to read immediately while
others ran off, waving them to show
their friends and family. The same
gentleman who provided the Bibles
is a retired commercial plumbing
contractor from Louisiana.
(Continued on page 5)

Life Connection Mission’s goal is to bring our Haitian neighbors to a
connection with Jesus Christ by providing educational, medical, and
humanitarian services in the village of Montrouis.

Kings and Queens

by Ostane Odvylles

Chess expands learning and fun at LCM

Ceiling Fan
Project
As mentioned in the notes from
the Board, our mission school
is now completely wired for
electricity. As a top priority, we
have established a fund to raise
money for ceiling fans to be
installed in all of the classrooms.
The temperature in Haiti yearround lingers in the 90s, and
with 20-30 students in a small
classroom, the temperatures can
get unbearably hot. With fans
installed, the students can stay
focused and fresh throughout
the day!

We are excited to see so many great
activities implemented at LCM. As
our objective is to create a better
future and more opportunities for
the young people of Montrouis, we
came up with an idea to develop
their minds through chess.
We have just introduced the game of
chess to the LCM school. The children
show an insatiable curiosity and
have enjoyed engaging in this new
experience. Chess offers important
benefits to children. In addition to

being fun, playing chess supports
a child’s intellectual development.
It develops their intelligence while
promoting courage, competition,
critical thinking, creativity,
concentration, and more.
Concentration is particularly
important during school hours, so we
hope that mastering chess will help
our students master their studies.
We will keep you updated on the
progress of this activity!

We are GlobalGiving Vetted!

In 2016, LCM became a GlobalGiving vetted
organization! You can support our work with
confidence by donating to one of our projects
on www.globalgiving.org/donate/28398.

Please consider making a
donation of any amount to this
project and spreading the word
to friends. Even a small donation
will have a huge, direct impact.
Donating is easy. Just visit the
education page on our website
and select “Ceiling Fan Project”
on the left-hand menu. Our goal
is to have a fan in every room by
the end of the year.
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A Sacred Time

7

by Conor Duncan

For to serve is to love, and to love is to know God
The day we left for Haiti was
an icy, snowy, rainy one.
Airports were shut down.
Flights were cancelled. Our
trip was put on hold.
We sat on the runway for I don’t
know how long while customer
service agents told us we wouldn’t
be able to fly to Port-au-Prince
for another four days. That would
drastically shorten our week, which
meant many of the Haitians that Life
Connection Mission works so hard
to support would go without their
Christmas gifts.
In the end, we left it to a vote: either
stick around until the next available
flight, or risk it and fly to Atlanta in
hopes of catching a different flight
to Port-au-Prince. I’ll admit I voted
for the former—I’ve always been
the better safe than sorry type.
Thankfully, I got outnumbered.
We flew to Atlanta, caught a latenight flight to West Palm Beach,
hired an Uber to Miami, slept in a
hotel for a few hours, then flew out
early the next morning. By 4 p.m. on
Sunday, we found ourselves in the

back of a pickup truck cruising down
the highway toward Montrouis, the
Caribbean on our left, mountains on
our right, and sunny skies as far as
our eyes could see.
With one full day lost to transit
troubles, we unpacked at the Mission
house and went straight to work. As
we walked to school, I could just make
out the neighborhood through the
evening darkness: dirt roads, littered
streams, rundown houses with cloths
for walls and tin pots hanging over
cooking pits. But it still had the feeling
of home. The sounds of happiness—
Creole chatter, footsteps of little ones,
laughter, clapping, and cheering—
surrounded us.
When we reached the gates of the
school, a large crowd of children
erupted joyfully. They flung their
arms around our legs, our waists,
reaching for our hands and grinning
up at us, excitedly shouting out.
We could barely even see them, let
alone understand them, but there
was no mistaking their outpouring
of love. This was their home, their
community, their source of so much
pride, and they were welcoming us
with open arms.

Attention Amazon.com Shoppers!

Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible
purchases to Life Connection Mission whenever you
shop on AmazonSmile. Signing up is easy! Learn
more at http://smile.amazon.com/ch/26-0585094.

The remainder of the week was
as blissful as that warm welcome.
We watched The Polar Express in
French and under the stars, noting
the wonder and awe in the kids’
attentive gazes. We passed out
hundreds of Christmas goodies to
grateful students, who had waited
so patiently in line all morning.
Eager families led the way as we
carried their bags of rice and beans
to their houses.
We rode through the town to
deliver mattresses, linens, and even
live goats to people. We visited a
homeless shelter and served heaping
plates of freshly cooked chicken and
rice, handing out donated clothing
and hygiene products.
Then we drove up into the mountains and did the same for a handful
of remote villages. We threw a big
dinner party at the mission house
for high-achieving students. On our
last night, we attended the school’s
Christmas pageant, instantly mesmerized by the sheer talent of these
wonderful people.
Our time in Haiti felt sacred. It was a
unique opportunity to step outside
of our own world and witness what
life is like for others. It was eyeopening, humbling, and rewarding
all at the same time.
In all, our experience taught us that
to serve is to love, and to love is to
know God.
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Team Haiti (continued from page 2)
He directed and sponsored a project
for the Montrouis school, installing
a much needed sewage system for
580 children. The local Haitian men
were paid to dig the trench needed
for the plumbing. The mission was
able to pay wages for the labor and
to donate a working system for the
staff and children of the school.
The project was a value of $87,000,
but was completed for $7,000— all
contributions to the ministry. I would
have never expected such big smiles
on men who were digging in the
heat with only pickaxes and shovels!
My grand daughter, one of our
young team members, commented
that Haiti was a “rollercoaster ride
of emotions.” I agree. The beauty
of the Caribbean took your breath
away, and when you turned around,
the poverty of the people did the
same. Sometimes, I found it hard to
breathe anyway in the mountainous
elevation…The destitute souls in
the homeless shelter that broke into
dances of joy (because of a meal and
a Bible) will be hard to forget.
The afternoon that we set up a
mobile medical clinic in a little
church in the mountains, we saw
people with infection and pain
from untreated disease, unclean
wounds, and parasite infestations.
Although they were in distress, many
holding crying children with broken
bones (some, even blind), they still
managed to smile and thank us in
Creole and broken English.
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Clinic Database
Project
LCM’s medical clinic continues
to thrive and serve more and
more people in need every day.
With the number of patients
increasing, the clinic has sought
a better system of handling
medical records. The old paper
record system was becoming
overwhelming and a storage issue.

A lot of work remains to be done
for the Haitian people, and we will
continue to help in any way possible.
Instead of a spirit of sadness and
heaviness for the dire needs that we
saw while on this outreach, I think
we were left with a feeling of joy
and praise for all that God is doing
there. For instance, a blind man in
the mountain village was overjoyed
when we arrived, because he had
dreamed the previous night that we
were coming. The translator let us
know that the man had prayed for
food, and that God had sent us with
it. He graciously invited us into his
closet-sized home and wanted me
to pray a blessing over it. The big
sacks of rice and beans that we left
will feed him all year, and the mission
staff will make trips to check on him.
I can understand the smiles and
dances in the street because, when
God answers the prayers you have
been sending toward heaven,
He’s assuring you of his love and
willingness to provide when you
have the faith to ask Him.

In response, the team has
implemented a database system
to help collect, access, manage,
and update information in an
organized and efficient way.
While much more effective, the
system requires additional tech
resources to function at the
highest level.
If you would like to assist with
our medical clinic and/or the
database implementation
project, please contact
dale@lifeconnectionmission.org.
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Little Dresses, Big Smiles

Thank you to Monica Staples of Maryland; Kathy, Erica, and
Debby Brach of Texas; and Mrs. Light and her friends from
West Virginia for providing adorable dresses for the girls at the
mission school and throughout the community!

Church Has New Name, New Hope for the Future
“ You
shall
open wide
yourfamiliar
hand to
brother,
the needy
and toschool’s
the poor.”
If you’ve
visited
Montrouis,
you’re likely
withyour
the little
church to
connected
to the mission
campus. Well,
we’re happy
to
report
that
not
only
does
the
church
have
a
brand
new
name—The
New
Life
in
Christ
Church—but
- Deuteronomy 15:11
a new leadership committee has also been hard at work planning for the future of this community’s congregation. 7
Short-term goals include inviting a pastor to come and live in Montrouis and lead the congregation. The committee
hopes to house the pastor, and they are praying that donors will help provide the $1,000 a year needed to rent a
Students
Who Need
Sponsors
nice
and comfortable
home for
a new pastor. The committee is also focused on completing the necessary legal procedures that will allow the New Life in Christ Church to be recognized as a community church in the country.
Long-term goals were also established when the committee
met with Life Connection board members in May. These
included raising money to provide the church’s musicians with new instruments, speakers, and microphones
so that they can help others find the Lord’s presence in
their hearts. The committee also looks forward to beginning evangelism projects and adult literacy education.
Please contact LCM if you are interested in supporting or
becoming involved with any of these evangelism projects.
The committee has big hopes for the reestablished community church. Under the committee’s new leadership,
members
of the congregation
will be
Chedner
Dieujuste believe that there
Christie
Themistocle
Mack
Daily
Lovince
Pictured are the members of the
New Life
in Christ
church commitmore spiritual presence to help others grow in their faith. tee: Jean Caleb Pierre, Jean Seide Destinoble, Pastor Jean Pierre
Grade 3
Preschool
Preschool
Please pray for the members of New Life in Christ Church Esdras, Watson Louis-Jeune, and Emmanson Jacques, with LCM
President Dale Moyers and board member Jean Lucien.
and for their ministry in Montrouis and beyond.
23 Grey Pebble Court
Germantown, MD 20874
Phone: 301.370.6426
Fax: 301.330.3251
www.lifeconnectionmission.org

Sponsorship Form
Date

Sponsor’s Name

Address

City

State

Home Phone

Cell Phone

Email Address

Child Selection
Child’s Name (if known)*:
Please Choose: p

Boy(s)

Please Choose: p Age Range

p

Girl(s)

p No Preference

Zip

* Children
in need of
* For
a list of unsponsored
sponsors
children,
pleasecan
visitbe
www.lifeconnectionmission.org
found on page 7 or on
the mission website.

p No Preference

The sponsorship cost of $25
40 per month is used to pay for the tuition, books, and uniforms for one child to go
to school. The child is also given lunch each school day and medical care if required. Sponsors will receive
at least one picture a year along with information about the child’s progress.
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In Photos

Student Spotlight
Meet Jacques Peniel Desina

Jacques is 13 years old and wants
to be a doctor someday. He said
he knows a lot of sick people and
doesn’t want them to die. He believes
he can help them.
Jacques lives with his mother, father,
five older sisters, and one older
brother. His home was damaged in
the hurricane, but they still live in it
and fixed it as best they could. The
mission has told Jacques and his
family that their house will be the
next house LCM rebuilds! We just
need to raise about $4,000 to make
this a reality and finish the 7th house
since Hurricane Matthew.
Jacques would like his sponsor and
all of the people in the U.S. to know
that he prays for us because he
knows God has helped him the most
and then us. We have helped his
life improve, and he thinks it is very
important that we continue to help
all of the students in the LCM school.
He said he is so thankful that we feed
him every day and will always help
him if he gets sick. He said that God
and his sponsor family are the only
thing that can make his life better.

“Remember that the
happiest people are
not those getting
more, but those giving
more.”
- H. Jackson Brown, Jr.

Above: Our school now has solar power thanks
to SonLight Power! Now we have electricity
schoolwide. Thank you to Gary, Mark, Clay, Jacob,
and all of those who helped with this project!
Below: Construction begins on LCM’s upcoming
vocational school! Praise God!

Thank you to Jacques’ sponsor for
your help in making his dreams
come true!
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